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The  answer  to  one  of  the  greatest  social  prob- 
lems with  which  we  are  today  confronted  is  found 
in  simple  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  The  problem  is  that  of 
caring  for  the  peoples  of  the  ivorld  who  are  lack- 
ing the  essential  materialities  which  are  needed  to 
insure  contentment  in  body  and  spirit.  The 
answer  is  Fast  Sunday. 

Every  day  thousands  of  the  world's  inhabi- 
tants die  from  a  lack  of  the  material  essentials — 
food,  clothing,  shelter.  UNESCO  and  all  other 
ivorld  charities  have  not  even  begun  to  solve  this 
most  pressing  of  problems. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Church  the  needy 
among  the  Saints  were  supported  by  donations. 
The  poor  and  destitute  came  to  Joseph  seeking 
help  and  counsel.  The  Prophet  recognized  the 
immediate  need  for  a  plan  to  alleviate  their 
situatiofi. 

He  sought  the  guidance  of  the  Lord  in  the 
matter  and  was  inspired  to  institute  a  Fast  Day 
wherein  all  those  of  sufficient  means  were  to  ab- 
stain from  food  and  drink  for  a  period  of  24 
hours.  The  money  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  spent  for  food  was  to  be  turned  over  to  one 
appointed  to  receive  these  fast  offerings.  Such 
offerings  would  in  turn  be  disbursed  to  those  who 
were  in  need  thereby  alleviating  the  suffering  of 
the  distressed. 

The  Fast  offering  is  a  simple  device,  yet  Godly 
in  origin  and  instituted  through  a  servant  of  the 
Lord  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  this  social  need. 
As  we  examine  this  plan  more  closely  we  con- 
clude that  great  blessings,  both  spiritual  and 
physical,  are  received  by  those  observing  Fast 
Day. 

The  human  body  is  so  constructed  that  it  re- 
quires a  certain  amount  of  rest  to  insure  its 
vitality.  During  these  rest  periods  tissues  which 
have  been  broken  down  as  a  result  of  physical 
activity  are  rebuilt.  The  internal  body  organs 
also  require  a  rest  period  from  the  activity  of 
assimilating  foods.  By  fastinr  one  day  in  everv 
month  the  physical  requirements  are  met  and  the 
individual  becomes  the  recipient  of  the  blessings 
of  health  and  strength. 


The  Saviour  underwent  many  periods  of  fasting 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  closer  to  His  Heavenly 
Father.  Jesus  taught  that  the  spirit  must  over- 
come the  body  that  it  may  reach  the  source  of 
spiritual  strength.  In  this  way  the  spirit  of 
man  is  strengthened  in  the  things  of  God  while 
sojourning  here  in  mortality .  Thus  it  is  evident 
that  great  spiritual  blessings  may  be  secured 
ivhile   observing   the   ordained  fast   day. 

The  Lord  has  continually  admonished  us  to 
care  for  the  poor  and  has  promised  us  blessings 
for  so  doing.  Fast  offerings,  given  willingly,  are 
indicative  of  a  man's  love  for  God  and  his  fellow 
beings.  It  has  been  said  that  a  man's  Christian- 
ity may  be  measured  by  the  manner  and  degree  in 
which   he   imparts   of  his  substance   to   others. 

Now1  that  we  have  examined  some  of  the  aspects 
of  this  plan  in  brief,  let  us  stop  and  reflect  upon 
the  influence  universal  observance  of  this  fast 
would  have.  The  needs  of  the  poor  could  be 
met;  men  would  grow  in  love  for  one  another; 
peace  would  be  promoted  among  nations  and 
the  Spirit  of  God  would  fill  the  earth  and  purify 
the  souls  of  rnen. 

Yes,  the  peoples  of  the  earth  need  only  comply 
with  the  instructions  of  the  latter-day  prophet  in 
order  to  overcome  one  of  this  generation' s  most 
appalling  social  ills.  It  was  characteristic  of  the 
Prophet  that  whatever  plan  he  presented  to  his 
people,  he  felt  would  one  day  encompass  the 
ivorld. 

The  Saints  in  South  Africa  are  confronted  with 
the  same  problem  in  a  lesser  degree.  Nevertheless, 
we  must  face  our  problem  and  overcome  it  by 
observance   of   the  monthly  fast   day. 

The  leaders  of  the  Church  today  advise  us  to 
fast  two  meals  in  succession  and  the  fast  offering 
donation  should  be  equivalent  to  what  we  would 
ordinarily  spend  for  those  meals.  Figuring  two 
shillings  per  meal  per  person,  with  a  membership 
in  the  South  African  Mission  of  approximately 
1,250  members,  we  see  that  £250  would  be  avail- 
able each  month  for  the  poor  in  this  Mission. 

There  are  needy  among  us  and  we  must  show 
our  love  for  them  by  imparting  of  our  substance. 
In  the  past  the  fast  day  has  been  religiously  ob- 
(Continued  on  page    121) 
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"The  days  shall  come  upon  thee,  that 
thine  enemies  shall  cast  a  trench  about  thee, 
and  compass  thee  round,  and  keep  thee  in 
on  every  side,  and  shall  lay  thee  even  with 
the  ground,  and  thy  children  within  thee; 
and  they  shall  not  leave  within  thee  on:- 
stone  upon  another."  (Luke  19:43-44).  This 
prophetic  utterance  fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
Saviour  as  he  descended  the  leafy  slope  of 
Olivet  and  gazed  upon  Jerusalem,  the  capi- 
tal city  of  Jewry.  His  gaze  could  trace  every 
turret  and  winding  of  the  three  walls  which 
enclosed  the  city.  The  aspect  of  the  city  had 
changed  but  little  when,  thirty-seven  years 
later,  the  Roman  Eagles  gathered  round 
their  prey.  But  during  these  years  the  Jews, 
as  if  maddened  by  the  sacred  blood  for  which 
they  had  thirsted  so  fiercely,  had  been 
plunged  deeper  and  deeper  into  sin  and 
wretchedness. 

At  last,  goaded  by  outrage  and  insult, 
they  had  risen  against  their  Roman  masters; 
and  the  great  Vespasion,  a  general  trained 
in  wars,  had  been  sent  by  Nero  to  tame 
their  stubborn  pride.  Moving  with  his 
legions  from  Antioch  to  Ptolemais,  he  was 
there  joined  by  his  son  Titus,  who  brought 
forces  from  Egypt  and  Galilee  and  the  in- 
surrectionists were  subdued  with  some 
trouble  and  delay. 

Internal  Roman  history  explains  how 
Vespasion  was  claimed  emperor  by  the 
people  of  Rome  and  how  he  proceeded  to 
Rome,  leaving  Titus  in  charge  of  the 
Jerusalemic  seige.  The  seige  lasted  134 
days  during  which,  quoting  historians, 
1,110,000  Jews  perished  and  97,000  were 
taken  captive.  Some  were  kept  to  grace 
the  Roman  triumph;  some  were  sent  to  toil 
in  the  mines  of  Egypt;  some  fought  in  pro- 
vincial theatres  with  gladiators  and  wild 
beasts;  those  under  17  were  sold  as  slaves. 
During  the  seige  famine  manifested  itself, 
as  if  in  conspiracy,  in  decimating  the  stricken 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  Mothers  were 
snatching  the  morsels  from  their  children's 
lips.  Robbers  broke  open  every  shut  door 
in  search  of  food,  and  horribly  tortured 
all  who  were  thought  to  have  a  hidden  store. 


By  ARTHUR  FAGAN 

Gaunt  men,  who  had  crept  beyond  the  walls 
by  night  to  gather  a  few  wild  herbs,  were 
often  robbed  by  these  wretches  of  the  poor 
handful  of  green  leaves  for  which  they  had 
risked  their  lives. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  this,  the  starving  people 
went  out  into  the  woods  and  valleys  in  such 
great  numbers  that  the  Romans  caught  them 
at  the  rate  of  500  a  day  and  crucified  them 
before  the  walls  until  there  was  no  more 
room  to  plant  and  no  more  wood  to  make 
another  cross.  What  a  direful  fulfilment  of 
that  mad  cry,  uttered  some  seven  and  thirty- 
years  before,  at  Pilate's  judgment  seat:  "His 
blood  be  on  us  and  on  our  children." 

Another  chapter  comes  with  the  migration 
of  the  remnant  of  escaping  Jews  criss- 
crossing Europe  and  the  Mediterranean; 
Babylon  and  Rome  later  becoming  the  centre 
of  Jewish  traders;  the  former,  which  became 
the  seat  of  Jewish  learning,  having  been 
smitten  by  famine  in  the  year  1,000  forced 
the  Jews  and  other  inhabitants  to  flee.  Spain, 
which  was  at  that  time  under  Mohammedan 
rule,  became  a  haven  of  rest  and  refuge  for 
the  stricken  Jews. 

In  1348  when  the  "Black  Death"  swept 
Europe,  the  Jews  were  massacred  for  it; 
Poland  offering  them  the  hand  of  friendship, 
with  the  reservation  that  they  do  not  own 
land  or  join  guilds.  Instead  of  being  farmers, 
they  became  merchants  and  middlemen.  Be- 
cause he  never  knew  when  he  might  sud- 
denly have  to  leave — to  flee — the  Jew  kept 
his  wealth  in  cash  or  negotiables;  he  became 
a  financier;  a  money  lender. 

In  1391,  50,000  Jews  were  massacred  in 
Spain.  France  expelled  the  Jews  in  1394. 
The  year  1492  saw  ihe  banishment  of  the 
Jews  from  Spain  by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
The  Sephardic  or  Spanish  Jews  eventually 
migrated  to  the  new  world.  Meanwhile  the 
Jews    in    Europe    were    unhappy. 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  appears  to  have 
softened  towards  the  Jews  in  France  at  the 
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SOUTH    AFRICAN    GIFT. 

October  1949  marks  the  Sunday  Schooi 
Organisation's  centennial  year  and  to  note 
the  occasion  a  centennial  box  is  being  pre- 
pared. Historical  data,  Sunday  School 
records,  rare  woods,  and  etc.,  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  box,  which  will  be  opened  50 
years  hence. 

Richard  E.  Folland,  Sunday  School  exe- 
cutive secretary  and  former  South  African 
Mission  president,  received  a  generous-sized 
slab  of  stink  wood  from  President  Evan  P. 
Wright  as  a  contribution  to  the  centennial 
box. 

An  accompanying  letter  from  President 
Wright  explained  that  Bertie  Cheminais  of 
Diep  River  donated  the  slab  from  his  per- 
sonal supply  of  lumber  he  had  been  retain- 
ing for  his  household  use.  The  tree  from 
which  it  was  cut  was  approximately  1,000 
years  old.  The  wood  has  since  been  air- 
dried  for  seven  years  ard  then  stored  for 
14  years. 

Taking  its  name  from  a  peculiar  odour 
exuded  while  the  wood  is  freshlv  cut,   this 


wood  is  noii4iaicl,  practically  everlasting, 
and  takes  a  beautiful  polish  after  being  oiled 
with  a  special  preparation.  No  stains  or 
varnish  customarily  are  used  on  fine  stink- 
wood  furniture.  South  African  stinkwood  is 
reputed  to  be  the  most  expensive  wood  in 
the  world  and  among  the  rarest  of  woods. 
{Adapted  from  the  Church  Section). 

L.D.S    AWARDED   AMERICAN 
MILITARY    HONOUR 

Brother  R.  S.  Major  Peter  Gilmour  has 
had  an  American  Military  honour  con- 
ferred upon  him.  The  mail  has  brought 
the  news  that  he  has  been  made  a  member 
of  the  Institute  of  American  Military 
Engineers. 

Washington,   D.C. 

U.S.A 

MORMON    "SPRITE"    APPEARS    IN 
JO'BURG   MUSICAL. 

Nola  Matthews,  who  has  entertained 
church  members  in  Johannesburg  in 
numerous  performances,  was  recently  se- 
lected for  a  minor  role  in  the  South  African 
production  of  the  American  Broadway  hit 
"Annie  Get  Your  Gun". 

One  of  the  three  children  selected  for 
roles,  Nola  is  the  only  small  girl  appearing 
in  the  cast.  Other  children's  roles  are  being 
played  by  adults. 

Nola,  who  will  also  appear  in  a  ballet  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  is  a  member  of 
the  Ramah  Branch  in  Johannesburg.  She 
has  appeared  in  many  variety  concerts  held 
by  the  various  auxiliaries  of  the  church.  In 
these  she  has  sung,  tapped  danced,  and 
acted.  She  was  the  "Sprite"  at  the  Gold 
and  Green  Ball,  recently  held  at  the  Sel- 
borne  Hall,   Jo'burg. 

"Little  Nola,"  as  she  is  affectionately 
called  by  her  friends,  is  active  in  Sunday 
School  and  all  church  functions. 


-A-   Census 

Elder  M.  K.  Norr  returned  to  Cape  Town 
on  Sunday,  August  7th.  He  reports  that  the 
mission  census  is  taking  shape  and  he  will 
have  some  statistics  to  report  in  the  next 
issue.  He  wishes  to  express  his  sincere 
thanks  to  all  those  who  have  helped  in  this 
project. 
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TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT 

Ramah  Branch — reported  by  Mary  M. 
Stark. 

The  Ramah  Branch  Building  Fund  re- 
ceived an  added  impetus  when  Mrs.  Ellen 
Lawrence  and  her  Concert  Party  delighted 
an  appreciative  audience  by  staging  a  grand 
concert.  We  are  deeply  grateful  to  all  the 
fine  artists  and  accompanists  and  especially 
to  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Jimmy  Lawrence. 

The  holiday  spirit  is  present  now  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Tex  Smith  and  Sister 
Irma  Muir  have  been  relaxing  in  Rusten- 
burg,  while  Brother  and  Sister  Escojido  have 
been  sunning  in  Durban.  We  are  happy  to 
have  Brother  H.  Hubert,  Snr.  back  in  our 
midst  after  his  visit  with  his  son  in  Cape 
Town. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ganter  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  Kruger  National  Park 
this  month.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  wel- 
coming Elders  Duncan  and  Robinson  while 
en  route  to  the  popular  park. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  10th 
and  was  well  attended  by  members  and 
investigators.  The  occasion  was  indeed  a 
happy  one  as  President  and  Sister  Wright 
and  their  family  were  present.  It  was 
rumoured,  however,  that  young  Evan  pre- 
ferred the  beds  at  Cumorah  to  the  austere 
bunks  at  Ramah. 

On  the  5th  the  Ramah  M.I.A.  gave  Sister 
Margaret  (Millan)  Jennings,  better  known  as 
"Peggy,''  a  farewell  party  and  on  the  11th 
friends  and  relatives  gathered  at  Park  Station 
to   say    "Tot   Siens".     Peggy   boarded  the 


Cape  Town  Castle  at  Cape  Town  on  the  15th. 
She  travels  to  Scotland  where  she  will  board 
the  Queen  Mary  for  the  hop  across  "the 
pond".  Peggy  is  joining  her  sister  and 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Douglas, 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  Her  activity  in  the 
branch  has  been  a  source  of  inspiration  to 
all  and  we  will  deeply  miss  her  personal 
association. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Merle  and  Mr. 
Schoonraad  on  the  birth  of  a  son,  Larren 
Dale,  on  the  15th.  We  hope  he  will  grow  to 
be  a  source  of  joy  and  happiness  to  his  good 
parents. 

Ramah  Branch  was  happy  to  receive  a 
visit  from  Sister  and  Mr.  Friemond  .and 
family  from  Cape  Town.  The  missionaries 
who  had  enjoyed  her  hospitality  there  were 
happy  to  renew  acquaintances. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  Elder  Hyer  leave 
the  Transvaal  where  he  has  been  serving  as 
District  Clerk.  We  pray  that  he  will  enjoy 
good  health  and  success  while  labouring  in 
Cape  Town  as  the  new  Mission  Secretary. 

Springs   Branch— reported   by   Mavis   E. 
Louw. 

In  order  to  augment  our  Relief  Society 
and  Branch  funds,  "bob  hops"  have  been 
inaugurated.  Everyone  enjoys  them  and 
the  young  folks  have  been  learning  how  to 
dance. 

Elder  Burnett  Smith  celebrated  his  21st 
birthday  in  Springs. 

Bro.  and  Sis  Wilson  accompanied  by 
Elders  Webb,  Shirley,  Smith  and  Bell  en- 
joyed a  very  fine  trip  through  the  Kruger 
Park,  (Sister  Wilson  spending  most  of  the 
trip  on  top  of  the  car). 

The  members  of  the  Branch  enjoyed  Elder 
Paxman's  sojourn  in  Springs  when  he  visited 
us  while  en  route  to  Cape  Town. 

Our  Mission  President  made  a  very  short 
visit  to  Springs  to  discuss  building  project 
matters  with  the  Branch  President.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Sister  Wright  and  the  child- 
ren. 

Elders  Webb  and  Shirley  were  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  make  a  trip  to  the  Victoria 
Falls  and  Zimbabwe  Ruins. 

The  District  Presidency  and  Bro.  N.  G. 
Muir  were  the  guest  speakers  at  our  Branch 
Conference  held  in  July. 
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Two  very  fine  talks  were  also  delivered 
by  Sister  G.  Stemmet  and  Sister  0.  Jubber 
during  this  conference. 

Springs  was  represented  at  the  Gold  and 
Green  Ball  by  the  branch  presidency  and 
their  wives,  who  attended  the  Queen. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Sister  Stem- 
met,  Snr.  has  returned  home  after  her  illness 
as  has  Miss  Helen  Kotze. 

News  from  Salt  Lake :  —Elder  Jewkes  and 
his  bride  and  Sister  Helen  Sharp  with 
Elders  Rosza  and  Price  motored  from  Cali- 
fornia to  Salt  Lake  to  attend  a  small  reunion 
at  the  horns  of  the  former  Mission  President 
June  B.  Sharp.  Bro.  Joe  Stemmet,  a  recent 
immigrant,  formerly  of  Springs,  was  also  a 
guest. 

A  social  was  held  at  the  home  of  Bro.  and 
Sister  E.  L.  Futter  where  Elder  Webb  was 
bade  farewell  and  Elder  Romney  was  wel- 
comed to  the  Springs  Branch.  The  highlight 
of  the  evening  was  the  showing  of  coloured 
slides  taken  by  the  Elders  during  their  trips 
to  the  Kruger  Park  and  Victoria  Falls. 

We  regret  saying  cherrio  to  Elders  Bell  and 
Quick  who  have  besn  transferred  to  other- 
branches  in  the  district. 

Elder  Norr  visited  our  branch  in  con- 
nection with  the  mission  census  and  we  en- 
joyed assisting  him  in  this  work. 

Vereeniging  Branch — reported  by 
Rudolph  G.  Brummer. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  month  we 
were  honoured  with  a  three  day  visit  by 
Elder  Marriner  Norr  who  came  out  to 
Vereeniging  to  check  on  the  branch  records. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Rudolp  G.  Brummer  have 
just  returned  from  Warmbaths  where  they 
spent  a  most  enjoyable  holiday  of  farm  life 
and  chasing  monkeys. 

A  cheery  "hello"  to  Bro.  William  H. 
Brummer  who  came  down  to  visit  the  Vaal 
River  Saints  during  the  school  holidays. 
Bro.  Brummer  attends  school  at  Kimberley. 

One  whole  big  bun:h  of  babyness  arrived 
at  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sis.  A.  G.  Brummer 
on  the  22nd  in  the  form  of  a  bonny  boy. 
We  pray  the  Lord's  blessing  on  the  family. 

Vereeniging  Branch  fee^  it  a  great  honour 
to  have  produced  the  winning  candidate 
Queen  at  the  recent  United  Transvaal  Gold 
end  Green  Ball.     Our  best  wishes  and  con- 


gratulations   to    our    Queen,     Sister    Betty 
Brummer. 

A  home  social  was  held  on  the  23rd  in  the 
home  of  Branch  President  J.  P.  Brummer 
in  aid  of  Ramah's  Building  Fund.  We  were 
privileged  to  have  Elders  Buhler  and  Hill 
with  us  for  the  occasion  and  they  really 
helped  to  make  the  evening  an  enjoyable 
success. 

NATAL   DISTRICT 

Durban   Branch — reported   by   Valarie 
Hancock. 

Durban  Branch  rejoiced  once  again  on 
the  return  of  Elder  Tom  Robinson  from  the 
Game  Reserve.  We  didn't  realize  before 
just  how  much  we  depended  on  Elder  Robin- 
son for  so  many  things.  One  great  thing 
that  suffered  was  our  choir.  This  singing 
was  missed  by  the  choir  members  as  well 
as  the  congregation.  As  this  Elder  of  ours 
is  also  President  of  the  Mutual,  Elder  Horace 
Nelson  took  this  auxiliary  over  while  he  was 
away  and  he  carried  out  his  duties  in  an 
able  manner.  Elder  Robinson  has  reported 
that  he  had  a  really  wonderful  trip  and 
saw  many  things  which  have  added  to  his 
clready  wide  expanse  of  knowledge  of  South 
Africa  and  its  inhabitants.  We  are  all  hoping 
he  will  have  a  lot  of  films  and  pictures  to 
show  us  soon.  Yes,  Durban  really  gave  a 
great  hearty  "Welcome  Home"  to  this  very 
fine  and  talented  missionary. 

Three  missionaries  have  left  Durban  this 
month.  They  were  Elders  Paxman,  Olson 
and  Pinegar.  We  all  pray  that  Elder 
Pinegar  will  soon  be  restored  to  his  normal 
healthy  and  jovial  self  again.  We  are  happy 
to  welcome  Elder  Fred  K.  Boede  into  our 
midst.  Elder  P.  G.  Russell  has  also  been 
transferred  here  and  so  we  welcome  these 
two  missionaries  and  are  cheerful  once  again. 
We  certainly  hope  they  will  enjoy  their  stay 
here  and  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in 
their  new  field  of  labour. 

On  Sunday  the  17th  we  were  all  pleasantly 
surprised  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Alwyn 
Hubert  with  us,  together  with  their  two 
children  an  nephew  all  from  Cape  Town, 
who  are  holidaying  near  Durban. 

The  24th  of  July  being  Pioneer  day,  it 
was  celebrated  here  in  Durban  as  well  as  all 
over  the  mission.     A  social  was  held  in  our 
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Brother  Ted  Lester  is  still  in  hospital  and 
our  prayers  are  continually  with  him. 

The  first  sunday  this  month  brought  five 
new  members  into  the  Durban  branch.  The 
cold  weather  was  not  noticed  in  the  closed- 
in  City  Swimming  pool  where  the  baptismal 
service  took  place.  This  was  a  very  beautiful 
service  and  we  pray  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
to  be  upon  those  who  have  accepted  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  and  received  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  this  day. 

Those  baptised  were:  Sisters  Isobel  Eliza- 
beth Shiels,  Elizabeth  Dencie  Erasmus  and 
Joyce  May  Wahlburn,  by  Elder  Workman. 
Sisters  Cynthia  Grace  Shiels  and  Gloria  Joan 
Shiels  were  baptised  by  Elder  Richard 
Reisner.  We  welcome  these  sisters  and  pray 
they  will  ever  live  the  truths  of  this  Gospel. 
They  were  confirmed  later  at  the  fast  and 
testimony  meeting. 

Pietermaritzburg   Branch — reported   by 
Eunice  Fountain. 

Elder  G.  M.  Paxman  visited  us  on  July 
8th  to  say  goodbye  as  he  will  be  leaving 
for  home  in  September.  Elders  Boede, 
Felt,  Reisner  and  Russell  visited  us  during 
the  month  and  we  enjoyed  their  Gospel  ser- 
mons. Elders  Felt  and  Russell  have  recently 
arrived  in  the  Natal  District  and  we  are 
happy  to  welcome  them. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Sister  Smit 
has  now  recovered  from  her  recent  illness. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  a  short  visit 
with  Bro.  Donovan  Donly  as  he  was  passing 
through  'Maritzburg  on  his  way  to  Johannes- 
burg after  having  spent  two  enjoyable  weeks 
with  his  aunt  in  Durban. 

O.F.S   DISTRICT 

Bloemfontein  Branch — Reported  by 
Inez  E.  Spear. 

Sister  van  der  Walt  of  Kimberley  entered 
the  Bloemfontein  National  Hospital  on  the 
16th.  She  underwent  an  extremely  serious 
operation  on  the  18th  and  when  last  visited 
by  the  members  of  the  Relief  Society  she 
was  reported  to  be  progressing  very  well. 

May  the  Lord  bless  her  with  a  speed} 
recovery. 


hall  on  Saturday  night  the  23rd.  This  was 
under  the  very  able  direction  of  Brother 
Louis  Duncan  to  whom  we  owe  the  success 
of  the  evening.  He  really  did  a  fine  job  of 
running  the  activities  which  consisted  of 
dancing  (music  supplied  by  Sister  Winsome 
Jakins  and  Elder  Milan  0.  Felt  whom  we 
thank  very  much)  games  and  community 
singing.  Many  of  the  members  and  mis- 
sionaries came  dressed  in  Pioneer  costumes. 
This  dress  added  more  to  the  spirit  of  the 
social  as  one  look  at  these  costumes  made 
one  think  more  of  the  Pioneers  and  their 
faith  through  all  the  hardships  they  endured. 
Special  thanks  was  given  to  the  sisters  who 
so  generously  contributed  the  home-made 
refreshments.  Sisters  Shiels,  Smith,  Duncan 
and  Hancock  spent  hours  over  hot  stoves 
ccoking  and  making  ginger  beer.  Although 
very  tired  by  the  end  of  a  hectic  evening  of 
fun  and  games  all  present  looked  a  little  sad 
when  the  social  came  to  an  end. 

At  Sunday  school  the  next  day  a  special 
programme  was  arranged  by  the  superin- 
tendent and  teachers  of  the  Sunday  School. 
There  is  much  hidden  talent  in  our  branch 
that  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  light.  This 
was  discovered  when  Sisters  Muriel 
Schubach  and  Marlene  Schubach  sang  a 
duet.  We  all  enjoyed  the  programme  very 
much. 

The  Sacrament  meeting  that  night  was 
very  inspiring.  Elder  Sterling  Workman 
was  our  first  speaker  and  spoke  on  the 
settling  of  the  Pioneers  in  Nauvoo  and  the 
prophecy  Joseph  Smith  made  there  that  they 
would  all  move  on  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
Brother  Louis  Duncan  was  the  second 
speaker  and  spoke  on  the  Pioneers'  entering 
Salt  Lake  Valley  and  building  the  city  and 
Temple.  These  two  talks  were  beautifully 
2nd  plainly  spoken. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  Sister 
C.  M.  Hancock  is  much  better  after  her 
prolonged  illness.  She  is  back  living  on  her 
own  after  being  with  her  daughter  for  the 
past  nine  months.  We  hope  it  will  not  be 
long  now  before  we  see  her  out  to  the  ser- 
vices where  she  has  been  missed  by  all  for  so 
long.     Our  prayers  have  been  answered. 
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Port  Elizabeth  Branch — reported  by  Sister 
Theresa  Trollip. 

Branch  conference  was  held  on  June  26th 
and  the  sessions  proved  to  be  very  in- 
spirational. The  day's  theme  was  "The 
Fruits  of  Mormon  ism". 

Brother  Clarence  Doller  was  the  first 
speaker  and  he  expressed  his  views  as  to 
what  the  church  does  for  its  youth.  He 
stated  that  he  was  thankful  for  his  member- 
ship in  the  Church  and  he  was  proud  of  his 
father  who  had  set  a  worthy  example  in  his 
life. 

Brother  John  Everton  was  the  next 
speaker  and  he  told  us  how  to  better  our 
lives.  He  admonished  the  Saints  to  be 
faithful  and  related  the  best  ways  to  render 
service  to  the  Church.  He  closed  by  bearing 
his  testimony.  Elder  Bert  E.  Wride  spoke 
on  the  Welfare  Plan  and  he  explained  the 
three  functions  of  this  fine  movement. 

Port  Elizabeth  noted  the  birth  of  two 
babies  on  the  2nd  of  July.  A  son  was  born 
to  Mrs.  Everton,  wife  of  Brother  Wentzel 
Everton.  Mrs.  Kozakiewiez  also  gave  birth 
to  a  son  and  made  Bro.  Kozakiewiez,  Snr. 
a  first-time  grandpa. 

Our  social  committee,  composed  of 
Brothers  Trollip,  Griffith  and  Kozakiewiez, 
is  working  to  increase  our  building  fund. 
They  agreed  to  hold  a  "basket  night"  which 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Trollip.  The  evening  was  a  success  and  en- 
joyable to  those  participating. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Sister  Friemond 
and  her  son  Laurie  visit  with  us  on  the  10th 
of  July.  We  were  also  happy  to  have  Bro. 
Otto  Doller  and  his  son  Ronnie  with  us  dur- 
ing the  June  school  holidays.  Ronnie  con- 
tracted chicken  pox,  but  we  are  happy  to 
report  that  he  recovered  quickly  and  is  back 
at  Naauwpoort  again  with  his  family. 

A  very  fine  pioneer  social  was  given  at  the 
home  of  Bro.  and  Sis.  Griffith.  The  eats 
were  lovely  and  games  were  played  and 
prizes  given.  A  very  enjoyable  time  was 
spent  with  thirty  one  in  attendance. 


Mowbray    Branch — reported   by   B.    E. 
Smith. 

Brother  and  Sister  Goosen  and  family 
have  moved  to  Bellville.  We  shall  miss 
them  at  "Cumorah,"  where  they  have  been 
keen  members.  We  thank  them  for  the 
many  occasions  on  which  they  have  lent 
their  home  at  Devil's  Peak  for  cottage- 
meetings,  and  we  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
bless  them  in  their  new  home.  We  feel  that 
they  will  be  a  fine  advertisement  for  Mor- 
rrionism  in  their  new  district. 

During  the  month,  we  were  visted  by 
Sisters  Rita  and  Theo  Booysen  of  East 
London.  We  hope  that  their  holiday  in  the 
"Mother  City"  has  been  of  benefit  to  both 
of  them. 

Winter  has  brought  a  crop  of  bad  colds 
and  influenza.  Attendance  at  all  meetings 
has  suffered  as  a  result  of  these  seasonal 
indispositions.  Among  those  who  were 
victims,  but  have  since  recovered  were 
Sisters  May  Rayner,  Yvonne  Enslin  and  May 
Jennings.  We  have  also  been  pleased  to 
welcome  back  Sister  Hilda  Dyason  after  her 
operation. 

We  pray  that  Sister  Lena  Park,  who  has 
been  seriously  ill  in  the  Groote  Schuur 
Hospital,  may  be  speedily  restored  to  good 
health  again.  We  also  pray  a  speedy  re- 
covery for  Sister  Irene  Newton,  Sister  Maria 
Butt  and  Sister  Clarice  Bibb,  who  have  been 
on  the  sick-list  during  the  month. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Ethel  Tarr  and 
Mr.  Tarr  on  the  birth  of  their  son.  May  they 
enjoy  a  happy  family  life  together. 

Bon  voyage  to  Sister  Mimi  Smith,  our  best 
wishes  go  with  her  on  her  visit  overseas. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  Sister  Myers  home 
after  her  four  months'  vacation  in  Durban. 
It  does  us  all  good  to  renew  old  acquaint- 
ances. 

Little  Miss  Lynnette  Ann  Cherritt  arrived 
on  the  14th  of  July.  President  Dan  and 
Sister  Theo  were  delighted  to  welcome  her. 
Congratulations! 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome  President  and 
Sister  Wright  and  family,  and  Elder  Duncan 
on  the  17th.  The  speakers  at  the  Sacrament 
Service  on  that  date  were  Brother  Bernie 
Rayner,  who  spoke  on  the  "Aaronic  Priest- 
hood,"  Elder  Wagstaff,    and  Elder  Wilkes 
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who  look  listeners  on  a  tour  of   "America 
before  Columbus". 

Elder  Duncan  was  the  speaker  at  the 
"Fireside  Chat"  held  after  that  meeting.  He 
gave  a  very  lively  account  of  the  adventures 
of  a  band  of  members  and  missionaries  in 
the  wilds  of  the  Kruger  National  Park. 

Welcome  home  to  Sister  Freimond  and 
family,  who  have  been  on  a  holiday  tour  of 
the  Union.  This  trip  was  planned  as  a 
coming-of-age  present  to  Brother  Laurie 
Freimond. 

Sister  Madge  Halse  reports  a  fine  con- 
ference session  held  at  Eerste  River  on  the 
17th  of  July.  She  states  that  all  present  en- 
joyed a  spiritual  feast.  The  Northern 
Suburbs  members  put  over  a  splendid  pro- 
gramme. It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note 
that  the  young  members  are  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  services. 

M.I. A.  invited  members  and  friends  to  a 
"Pioneer  Social"  on  the  22nd.  "This  is  the 
place"  was  the  theme  of  both  decor  and 
programme.  The  opening  prayer  was  offered 
by  Brother  Thomas  Wilson,  who  later  render- 
ed the  song,  "Joseph  Smith's  First  Prayer". 
Sister  Beatrice  Smith  introduced  the  pro- 
gramme in  a  reading  entitled  "The  Valley 
of  Hope".  Sisters  Yarn  and  Park,  Presi- 
dent Yarn  and  Brother  John  Wilson 
rendered  "Come,  come  ye  Saints."  Sister 
Wright  told  a  couple  of  pioneer  stories.  The 
dances  were  given  names  that  were  in  keep- 
ing with  the  pioneer  theme,  such  as  "This  is 
the  spot"  and  "The  Wagon- Wheel."  Many 
of  those  present  turned  out  in  pioneer 
costume.  The  prizes  for  the  best  costume 
went  to  Sister  Wiid,  who  made  an  imposing 
pioneer  granny,  and  Douglas  Wright  who 
was  a  fearsome  "Redskin"  (tribe  unknown). 
The  "eats"  were  piped  in  by  Brother  Bobby 
Smith.  Thanks  go  to  Brother  Ronny  Gil- 
more  for  his  items  on  the  piano-accordion. 
Sister  Lorraine  Bibb,  who  was  in  charge  of 
refreshments,  to  the  Elders'  Extra-Special 
Jazz  Band,  and  to  Brother  Halse  who  sup- 
plied the  "forest"  for  the  decorations. 
Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  Master  of 
Ceremonies,  Elder  Dredge,  who  did  so  much 
to  make  the  evening  the  splendid  success 
that  it  was.  Thanks  also  to  Brother  Hugh 
Helm  for  accompanying  so  many  of  the 
numbers. 


The  Quarterly  Branch  Conference  was 
held  at  Mowbray  on  the  24th.  It  was  a 
lovely  day — crisply  cold  but  sunny — and 
the  fine  weather  encouraged  many  of  the 
members  and  their  friends  to  attend  the  ser- 
vices. Certainly,  everybody  who  was  pre- 
sent felt  that  the  Lord  had  especially  blessed 
the  day.  The  talks  at  the  morning  session 
were  given  by  Brothers  N.  Goosen  and 
Bobby  Smith,  Sisters  Helene  van  Schalkwyk 
and  Joyce  Yarn,  and  Elder  Bradshaw. 
Elder  Niven  rendered  a  violin  solo,  Brother 
Theo  Rayner  played  the  piano  and  Sister 
La  Verne  Park  recited  "Lovely  Salt  Lake 
Valley."  During  the  service  a  song  was 
given  by  the  Junior  Class. 


25  HOURS   A  DAY 

The  scientists  at  the  National 
Bureau  of  Standards  in  Washington 
recently  stated  that  the  earth  is 
slowing  down.  The  result  of  this, 
they  say,  will  be  a  25-hour  day — 
in   1.800,000  centuries! 

In  the  meantime,  most  of  us 
haven't  the  time  to  travel  around 
the  Mission  and  see  all  the  places 
and  members  we'd  like  to  so  why 
not  subscribe  to  the  CSM  and  let  it 
be  your  means  of  doing  this.  En- 
courage your  friends  to  subscribe 
so  that  they  also  may  enjoy  a  holi- 
day via  the  CSM. 


The  address  at  the  afternoon  session  was 
given  by  President  Yarn  after  which,  the 
congregation  separated  into  groups  to  discuss 
the  futherance  of  the  aims  of  the  auxiliaries. 
The  Priesthood  group  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  President  Wright.  The  Relief  Society 
was  addressed  by  Sister  Wright.  M.I. A.  and 
Sunday  School  met  under  the  leadership  of 
Elder  Duncan.  Sister  Yarn  led  the  Primary, 
while,  th;  Genealogical  Society  was  under 
the  direction  of  Sister  Madge  Halse.  Many 
knotty  problems  were  discussed  and  a  plan 
of  campaign   instituted   in  each  section. 

The  evening  session  was  very  well-attend- 
ed. The  choir,  conducted  by  Brother  Sam 
Rayner,  sang  two  numbers.  We  have  to 
thank   Mr.   Wilfred   Combrinck  for  his  fine 

(Continued  on  page  124) 
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An    Adventure    In    (jold    and    (_J 


Betty  Brummer,  representing  the  Ver- 
eeniging  Branch,  was  crowned  queen  of  the 
Transvaal  District  Gold  and  Green  Ball  by 
Mr.  J.  Mincer,  Deputy  Mayor  of  Johannes- 
burg. The  dance,  attended  by  a  good  crowd 
of  members  and  non-members,  was  held  in 
the  Selborne  Hall  in  the  Johannesburg  City 
Hall  on  July  15. 

The  Deputy  Mayor,  who  lauded  the  dance 
for  its  decorations  end  clean  atmosphere, 
before  crowning  the  queen,  complimented  the 
church  and  the  MIA  for  setting  a  precedence 
in  the  city.  He  said  he  had  never  seen 
anything  like  it  before  in  Johannesburg,  the 
Union's  largest  city.  He  was  accompanied 
by  the  Deputy  Mayoress,  Mrs.  Mincer. 

Attending  the  queen  were  representatives 
from  the  various  branches  of  the  church  on 
the  reef  and  Pretoria.  They  were  Elise 
Van  Der  Vyver,  Springs;  Sannie  Brummer, 
Pretoria;  Gertrude  McKnight,  Northwestern; 
Elaine  Banfield,  Krugersdorp;  Signe  Smith, 
Ramah. 

The  queen  of  the  ball  was  selected  purely 
by  chance  in  a  flower  ballet  by  little  Nola 
Matthews,  the  "sprite"  of  the  Gold  and 
Green.  Each  girl  was  presented  with  a  wrap- 
ped gladiola,  one  of  which  was  an  outstanding 
colour.  After  the  ballet  the  flowers  were 
unwrapped  and  the  queen  automatically 
took  her  place  on  the  throne,  followed  by 
her  court. 

The  floor  show  was  presented  by  Rubbee 
and  Wally  Johnson,  one  of  South  Africa's 
outstanding  ballroom  dance  couples,  and 
Velma  Smith  and  Freddie  McCan.  The  latter 
couple,  who  presented  the  concluding  num- 
ber, stole  the  show.  They  could  not  have 
been  over  ten  years  of  age.  Both  dance 
teams  donated  their  services  for  the  occasion. 

It  was  the  decorations  that  caught  every- 


reen 

one's  eye.  The  false  ceiling  of  paper,  with 
the  house  lights  off  and  two  coloured  spot- 
lights playing  on  the  floor,  a  flood  light  on 
the  center-piece,  and  the  flowers  on  the 
stage,  gave  the  hall  an  enchanting  effect. 
The  hall  was  decorated  in  lemon  and  green 
crepe  paper,  which  included  over  two  miles 
of  paper  stripping,  and  in  the  center  was  a 
spangled  white  model  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple. 

By  Elder  W.  D.  Bell 

Acting  as  hosts  for  the  evening  were  Elder 
T.  Max  Evans,  Transvaal  District  President, 
and  Elder  Robert  Hyer,  District  Clerk.  They 
were  aided  by  the  branch  presidents,  and 
their  wives,  of  the  six  Transvaal  branches. 
The  guests  were  seated  at  the  table  of  honour 
which  was  decorated  with  green  strippings, 
flowers  and  a  gold  and  green  cake  which 
served  as  the  centre-piece. 

A  cold  buffet  supper  was  served  as  refresh- 
ments, much  of  which  was  donated  by  the 
members  of  the  church.  Tobacco,  liquor, 
tea  and  coffee,  breaking  the  traditions  of 
city  hall  dances,  were  absent  from  the  affair. 

The  dance  was  supervised  by  a  general 
committee  composed  mainly  of  the  MIA 
officers  of  the  Ramah  Branch  in  Johannes- 
burg. Members  of  the  Relief  Societies  of 
the  various  branches  aided  in  the  gathering 
of  the  food  stuffs  from  the  various  mem- 
bers. 

We  hope  that  in  the  future  the  church 
will  receive  as  much  favourable  publicity 
and  comment  as  this  adventure  in  Gold  and 
Green  has  brought  forth. 


OUR  FRONT  COVER. 


This  month's  cover  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  Brigham  Young,  that  great 
prophet-statesman ,  who  led  the  Mormon 
Pioneers  in  their  historic  trek  to  the  Salt 
Lake  Valley. 


Pictured  here  is  Jean  Dagger,  Hollywood 
movie  actor,  astride  a  majestic  stallion.  This 
still  photo  was  snapped  while  Mr.  Dagger 
portrayed  the  life  of  Brigham  Young  in  the 
motion  picture  of  the  same  name. 
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"Dear  old  Varsity" — Jameson  Hall,  U.C.T. 


On  the  green  slopes  of  Devil's  Peak,  on 
the  beautiful  Rhodes  Estate,  is  the  University 
of  Cape  Town;  affectionately  known  to  the 
students  as  "Varsity".  There  must  be  an 
incentive  to  study  in  such  verdant  sur- 
roundings. 

It  is  only  just  over  twenty  years  since  the 
U.C.T.  moved  from  the  Mother  City;  where, 
for  almost  a  hundred  years  they  had 
occupied  the  green-domed  building  in  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  which  now  houses  the 
Union's  Archives.  Before  that  time,  it  had 
been  called  the  "South  African  College". 

It  is  to  Cecil  John  Rhodes  that  the  praise 
for  the  choice  of  the  lovely  site  is  due.  For 
he  bequeathed  a  part  of  his  estate  for  the 
building  and  establishment  of  a  new  uni- 
versity. Indeed,  the  whole  estate  has  been 
left  to  the  people  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa — a  Union  which  was  non-existent  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  At  that  time,  the 
people  of  South  Africa  were  still  fighting  the 
Anglo-Boer  War,  and  few  were  of  the  opinion 


that  the  four  provinces  would  one  day  be  a 
united  nation.  Well,  Mr.  Rhodes  knew 
better. 

The  central  building  in  the  picture  is  that 
of  the  Jameson  Hall,  named  after  Dr.  Sir 
Leander  Starr  Jameson,  who  was  a  friend 
and  physician  of  Rhodes.  In  this  hall  the 
graduation  ceremonies  take  place.  These 
ceremonies  are  known  as  "capping".  Here, 
too,  are  held  the  dances  and  other  social 
affairs  for  which  'varsity  is  famous. 

Men,  famous  in  South  African  history, 
have  graduated  from  the  U.C.T.  Among 
these,  Jan  Hendrik  Hofmeyr,  Minister  of 
Finance  until  1948,  deserves  honourable 
mention. 

The  word  "Varsity"  conjures  up  visions 
of  deeds  of  "derring-do"  upon  the  sports 
fields — particularly  on  the  Rugby  field.  The 
name  Bennie  Osier  will  long  be  remembered 
as  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  giants  in  that 
particular  sphere.  Among  the  great  cricketers 
(Continued  on  page  124) 
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With  the  arrival  of  the  S.S.  "Genevieve 
Lykes"  in  Cape  Town  on  July  25th,  the 
South  African  Mission  received  a  welcome 
addition  to  its  missionary  personnel. 

Striding  down  the  gang  plank,  at  Duncan 
Dock,  was  blonde-headed  Elder  Dale  G. 
Johnson  followed  by  his  soft-spoken  com- 
panion Elder  G.  Gail  Weggeland,  where  they 
were  welcomed  by  President  and  Sister 
Wright,  President  Yarn,  (and  the  "Cumorah 
Indians,"  Doug  and  Jerry). 

Elders  Weggeland  and  Johnson  both  hail 
from  the  capitol  of  Mormondom,  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  both  are  from  the  same  Ward, 
Garden  Park.  Among  other  things  they 
have  in  common  we  note  that  they  were  both 
attending  the  University  of  Utah  when  they 
were  called  to  serve  in  the  mission  field. 

Elder  Johnson  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  with  Elder  Duncan  in  Sea  Point,  and 
Elder  Weggeland  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
with  Elder  Curtis  in  Port  Elizabeth. 

Elder  Stan  H.  Cockrell  was  honourably 
released  from  his  missionary  labours  on  May 
17th.  He  sailed  for  the  U.S.,  aboard  the 
"African  Planet,"  on  the  same  day. 

A  group  of  friends  who  had  gathered  to 
bid  their  last  goodbyes,  had  an  enjoyable 
time  singing  farewell  tunes  to  Elder  Cockreil 
as  his  ship  left  its  birth  and  sailed  from 
Table  Bay. 

Elder  Cockrell  expressed  his  sentiments 
to  the  South  African  Saints  in  these  parting 
words:      "South     Africa     is     a     wonderful 


{Continued  from  page  122) 
The  author  has  spent  twenty  years  gath- 
ering information  and  data  for  this  work. 
Much  colourful  information  about  the 
Prophet  was  obtained  during  the  author's 
trips  to  the  historic  sites  where  Joseph 
Smith  lived  and  laboured. 

(THESE  BOOKS  ARE  OBTAINABLE 
AT  CUMORAH'S  BOOK  STORE.) 


*»* 


country,  but  better  yet  are  the  people  in 
it.  I  "shall  always  hold  my  stay  here  close 
to  my  heart  because  of  the  many  choice 
experiences  I  have  had  and  the  friends  I 
have  made  here. 

"I  thank  all  of  you  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown 
me  and  I  pray  that  the  Lord's  choicest  bless- 
ings mav  ever  attend  you." 


Elder  Cockrell. 

His  mission  consisted  of  time  spent  in  the 
Transvaal,  Natal  and  Cape  Districts  of  the 
Mission.  He  did  not  enjoy  the  best  of 
health  during  his  labours,  having  been  con- 
fined in  the  Groote  Schuur  Hospital  for 
several  weeks,  but  we  pray  that  he  will  en- 
joy a  fulness  of  health  in  the  future.  His 
sweet  spirit  will  be  missed  by  all  and  we 
wish  him  God  speed  as  he  returns  to  his 
home  in  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah. 


(Continued  from  page  122) 

The  word  of  the  Lord  and  the  voice  of  the 
prophets  is  being  fulfilled.  The  Jews  are 
returning  to  the  land  of  their  forefathers 
and  the  land  is  being  blessed  according  to  the 
prayer  of  God's  apostle. 

(This  is  the  winning  article,  in  the  CSM 
essay-poetry  contest,  for  the  month  of  July. 
Congratulations,  Brother  Faganl) 
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The  following  transfers  were  effected  on 
July  15th. 

Elder  J.  GOLDEN  BARTON— transferred 
from  Southern  Suburbs,  Transvaal  District, 
to  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.  District,  where  he 
is  labouring  with  Elder  S.  R.  Provost. 

Elder  WAYNE  D.  BELL— transferred 
from  Boksburg  to  Krugersdorp,  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  J.  C.  Goodman. 

Elder  GEORGE  E.  DALTON— trans- 
ferred from  Pretoria  to  Southern  Suburbs, 
within  the  Transvaal  District,  where  he  is 
labouring  with  Elder  W.  E.  Christenser. 

Elder  HEBER  R.  OLSON— transferred 
from  Durban,  Natal  District,  to  Ramah, 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  T.  M.  Evans. 

Elder  STEWART  H.  PARKER— trans- 
ferred within  the  Bloemfontein  area,  O.F.S. 
District,  where  he  is  labouring  with  Elder 
G.   P.   Margetts. 

Elder  GEORGE  W.  QUICK— transferred 
from  Nigel  to  Germiston,  within  the  Trans- 
vaal District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  C.  L.  Rockwood. 

Elder  THOMAS  E.  ROBINSON— trans- 
ferred within  the  Durban  area,  Natal 
District,  where  he  is  labouring  with  Elder 
H.  D.  Nelson. 

Elder  C.  LA  VAR  ROCKWOOD— trans- 
ferred from  Florida  to  Germiston,  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  G.  W.  Quick. 

Elder  ALDEN  L.  ROMNEY— transferred 
from  Krugersdorp  to  Springs,  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  J.  F.  Shirley. 


Elder  PETER  G.  RUSSELL— transferred 

from  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District,  to  Durban, 
Natal  District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  M.  Q.  Felt. 

Elder  BURNETT  J.  SMITH— transferred 
from  Boksburg  to  Nigel,  within  the  Trans- 
vaal District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  J.  D.  Reed. 

The  following  transfers  were  effected  on 
July  24th. 

Elder  ROBERT  G.  HYER— transferred 
from  Ramah,  Transvaal  District,  to  the  Mis- 
sion Office  where  he  is  labouring  as  Mission 
Secretary. 

Elder  JOHN  A.  TAYLOR— transferred 
from  Sea  Point,  Cape  District,  to  Florida, 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  G.  G.  Tobler. 


RELIEF   SOCIETY   CORNER. 
By  Jean   D.  Wright. 


SWISS    STEAK. 

Have  steak  cut  two  to  three  inches  thick. 
Pound  flour  into  it.  Brown  on  one  side 
then  salt  and  brown  on  the  other.  When 
well  browned,  add  sliced  onions  and  sliced, 
peeled,  fresh  tomatoes  or  cooked  tomatoes. 
Let  simmer  unitil  meat  is  very  tender  (2 
hours  or  more) .  May  be  cooked  in  the  oven 
or  on  top  of  the  stove. 

Household  Hint. — If  you  heat  nuts  and 
fruit  and  dredge  with  flour  before  they  go 
into  the  fruitcake  batter,  they  won't  go 
to  the  bottom  like  a  lead  sinker. 

Note. — We  are  endeavouring  to  compile 
a  mission  cook  book  and  desire  that  all  the 
sisters,  and  any  others  who  may  be  in- 
terested, to  select  two  of  their  choicest  re- 
cipes and  send  them  to  me  at  Cumorah. 
RECIPIES   NEED  NOT  BE   ORIGINAL. 

(Continued  from  page   110) 
From  the  Editor's  Desk 

served  by  some  and  neglected  entirely  by  others. 
As  a  servant  of  the  Lord  I  counsel  you  to  fast 
one  day  in  the  month  and  to  pay  your  offerings 
for  the  support  of  the  poor.  I  promise  you  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  if  you  are  diligent  in  this 
matter  and  pray  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  ever 
guide  you  in  your  daily  lives. 

PRESIDENT   EVAN   P.    WRIGHT. 
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ON    THE    BOOK=RACK 


"Latter=day  Prophets  Speak"  (Daniel  H. 
Ludlow.    Bookcraft,  1948.    418  pages,  £1 ) . 

This  is  a  useful  volume.  It  is  a  compila- 
tion of  selections  from  the  sermons  and 
writings  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  from 
Joseph  Smith  to  George  Albert  Smith.  The 
selections  are  arranged  under  a  topical  plan 
conceived  by  the  compiler,  but  covering  the 
whole  gospel  field.  The  contents  fall  into 
five  books :  The  eternal  Plan  of  Progres- 
sion, The  Gospel  Plan  of  Salvation,  The 
Priesthood,  The  Last  Days,  and  General 
Church  Doctrines  and  Practices.  The  most 
remarkable  thing  about  the  compilation  is 
that  all  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Church 
have  taught  the  same  doctrine  in  the  same 
manner.  There  has  been  no  deviation  from 
the  original,  fundamental  teachings  of  the 
Church  from  the  beginning  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  book  will  be  exceptionally 
valuable  to  all  who  in  preparation  for 
speaking  or  writing  on  gospel  themes  need 
to  have  easy  access  to  the  views  of  the 
presidents  of  the  Church  relative  to  the  sub- 
jects under  consideration.  It  is  a  work  well 
done  and  a  welcome  addition  to  gospel 
literature. — Dr.  J.  A.  Widtsoe. 

"Joseph  Smith — the  Prophet"  (Preston 
Nibley.  Deseret  News  Press,  1946.  566 
pages.     16/ 3d.) 

This  volume  is  a  complete  biography  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith — the  only  book 
of  its  kind  in  print.  It  contains  new  mater- 
ial and  also  in  condensed  form,  much  of  the 
historical  information  found  in  the  six  large 
volumes  known  as  the  History  of  the 
Church,  which  was  dictated  and  compiled 
by  the  Prophet  himself. 

The  intimate,    personality-revealing  bits 
of  information,  in  which  this  book  abounds, 
will  give  the  reader  a  better  understanding 
of  the  Prophet  and  his  life's  work. 
(Continued  on  page    120) 


PROPHETIC  HISTORY   OF  THE  HOUSE 
ISRAEL 

(Continued  from  page   111) 

beginning  of  the  19th  century  where  they 
were  given  political  emancipation. 

In  1881,  however,  the  Russians,  not  to  be 
left  out  of  the  campaign  of  hatred,  slaughter- 
ed thousands  of  Jews  whilst  millions  were 
beggared. 

Between  the  years  1881-1920,  more  than 
1,000,000  Jews  fled  to  the  United  States  of 
America  where  before  the  last  war  the  Jewish 
population  exceeded  4,000,000. 

From  1933  to  1935,  135,000  Jews  left 
Nazi  Germany,  15,000  of  which  went  to 
America.  By  1938,  this  number  was  in- 
creased to  365,000.  The  fate  of  the  200,000 
Jews  in  Austria  was  still  in  the  melting  pot 
at  the  time  of  the  German  occupation;  their 
appalling  conditions  being  too  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  readers  to  need  dwelling  on  or  re- 
iterating. 

Going  back  to  the  time  of  the  restoration 
of  the  Gospel  in  the  last  century,  we  find 
a  most  momentous  event  connecting  Jewish 
history  with  Mormonism,  namely;  the 
ordination  of  a  Jew,  Orson  Hyde,  who 
accepted  the  faith,  to  the  Apostelship  and 
his  appointment  to  a  mission  to  Palestine. 
This  occured  at  the  April  1840  conference. 

According  to  Church  history  we  read: 
"Early  Sunday  morning,  October  24,  1841 
Elder  Orson  Hyde,  of  the  Council  of  Twelve, 
ascended  the  Mount  of  Olives  and  dedicated 
by  prayer  the  land  of  Palestine  for  the 
gathering  of  the  Jews."  The  account  goes 
on:  "He  prayed  for  the  gathering  together 
of  Judah's  scattered  remnants  according  to 
the  predictions  of  the  holy  prophets;  for  the 
building  of  Jerusalem  again  after  it  has 
been  trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles  so  long; 
and  for  the  rearing  of  a  temple  to  the  name 
of  the  Lord." 

In  his  dedicatory  prayer,  Elder  Hyde  im- 
plored the  Lord  to  make  the  land  fertile  and 
abundantly  fruitful  and  let  it  be  possessed 
by  its  rightful  heirs,  in  due  time.  "And  when 
the  prodigals  return  let  it  flow  with  plenty 
to  feed  them,"  he  said  in  this  historic  prayer. 

Time  marches  on! 

(Continued   on  page    120) 
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GOSPEL    INTERPRETATIONS 


Question :  Is  the  Word  of  Wisdom  a 
commandment?  If  so,  why  does  the  reve- 
lation say  "not  by  commandment  or  con- 
straint"? 

Answer:  On  the  first  page  of  chapter  16 
of  the  "Discourses  of  Brigham  Young," 
President  Young  is  quoted  as  follows:  "I 
know  that  some  say  the  revelations  on  these 
points  are  not  given  by  way  of  command- 
ment. Very  well,  but  we  are  commanded 
to  observe  every  word  which  proceeds  from 
the  mouth  of  God."  On  the  next  page  he 
says,  "Now,  elders  of  Israel,  if  you  have 
the  right  to  chew  tobacco,  you  have  a  privi- 
lege I  have  not ;  if  you  have  a  right  to  drink 
whiskey,  you  have  a  right  that  I  have  not ; 
if  you  have  a  right  to  transgress  the  Word 
of  Wisdom,  you  have  a  right  that  I  have 
not.  I  said  to  the  Saints  at  our  last  annual 
conference,  the  Spirit  whispers  to  me  to 
call  upon  the  Latter-day  Saints  to  observe 
the  Word  of  Wisdom,  to  let  tea,  coffee  and 
tobacco  alone  and  to  abstain  from  drinking 
spiritous  drinks.  That  is  what  the  Spirit 
signifies  through  me." 

When  people  question  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom as  to  whether  it  is  a  commandment  or 
not,  do  you  really  think  they  are  just  quib- 
bling? After  all  the  revelation  says  that  it 
is  given  as  the  Word  of  the  Lord — a  Word 
of  Wisdom  by  revelation,  and  likewise  says 
that  it  is  the  will  of  God.  See  Section  89  : 
2.  If  you  read  Section  84  concerning  some 
of  the  covenants  we  are  under  with  our 
Father  you  will  see  that  we  are  under 
covenant  to  "live  by  every  word  that  pro- 
ceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth  of  God" 
( Verse  44 ) .  As  long  as  we  know  that  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  is  the  will  of  God  we 
should  observe  it  because  we  are  expected 
to  observe  the  will  of  God  in  all  things. 

Question :  What  does  it  mean  to  seal 
one's  testimony  with  one's  blood?  This 
expression  is  used  in  connection  with  the 
death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  Just 
what  does  it  mean? 

Answer:  On  page  477  and  478  of  "A 
New  Witness  for  God,"  by  B.  H.  Roberts, 
we  have  the  following  Avhich  will  help  you  : 


"The  highest  evidence  of  sincerity  which 
a  man  can  give  his  fellow  men — the  highest 
proof  that  he  has  spoken  the  truth  in  any 
given  case — is  that  he  perseveres  in  it  unto 
death  and  seals  his  testimony  with  his 
blood.  ...  So  important  did  such  a  testi- 
mony become  in  the  mission  of  Paul  that 
he  said,  'Where  a  testimony  is  there  must 
also  of  necessity  be  the  death  of  the  testa- 
tor, for  a  testimony  is  of  force  after  men 
are  dead;  otherwise  it  is  of  no  strength  at 
all  while  the  testator  liveth'  (Hebrew  9: 
6-17).  In  the  light  of  this  principle  and 
when  the  importance  of  the  great  testimony 
which  he  bore  to  the  world  is  taken  into 
account,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  called  upon  to  affix  the 
broad  seal  of  martyrdom  to  his  work.  Some- 
thing of  incompleteness  in  his  work  would 
likely  have  been  complained  of  had  this 
been  lacking.  But  now,  not  so ;  his  charac- 
ter of  prophet  was  rounded  out  to  complete- 
fulness  by  his  falling  a  martyr  under  the 
murderous  fire  of  the  mob  at  Carthage  in 
the  state  of  Illinois." 

Question :  What  is  the  attitude  of  the 
Church  regarding  the  eating  of  pork?  How 
is  its  modern  use  consistent  with  the  word 
of  the  Bible  against  eating  swine? 

Answer:  The  restrictions  on  the  use  of 
pork  as  given  under  the  law  of  Moses  were 
not  renewed  to  the  Latter-day  Saints  in  our 
day  by  modern  revelation.  The  Lord  did 
say  a  good  deal  about  meat  and  other  foods, 
but  he  did  not  single  out  the  use  of  pork. 
In  Section  49  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants beginning  with  verse  iS  we  read  : 
"Whoso  forbiddeth  to  abstain  from  meat, 
that  man  should  not  eat  the  same,  that  man 
is  not  ordained  of  God ;  for  behold  the 
beasts  of  the  field  and  the  fowls  of  the  air 
and  that  which  cometh  of  the  earth  is  or- 
dained for  the  use  of  man  for  food  and  for 
raiment,  and  that  he  might  have  in  abun- 
dance." You  are  familiar  with  what  the 
Lord  says  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  section 
89  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  "Yea, 
flesh  also  of  the  beasts  and  of  the  fowls  of 
(Continued  on  page  124) 
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DISTRICT   HIGHLIGHTS 

(Continued  from  page   117) 

vocal  solo.  Brother  Sam  Kayner,  President 
Wright  and  Sister  Wright  were  the  speakers. 
Each  had  a  message  to  deliver,  and  every- 
body present  felt  that  the  talks  were  of  per- 
sonal benefit.  The  service  closed  with  the 
singing  of  "Praise  God  from  whom  all  bless- 
ings flow" — sung  as  though  everybody  meant 
what  they  were  singing. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  back  the  Hubert 
family  and  Sister  Pat  Harvey  after  their 
holidays. 

Brother  Sam  Rayner  is  leaving  us  to  make 
his  home  in  the  "Golden  City".  Our  good 
wishes  go  with  him  in  this  new  venture. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Brother 
Albert  Ninow  and  his  family  who  are  return- 
ing to  the  Cape  after  a  long  sojourn  in  the 
Transvaal . 

During  the  month,  the  members  had  to 
say  good-bye  to  Elders  Cockrell  and  Mitchell . 

We  wish  them  "Godspeed"  and  every 
success  in  their  life  in  the  States. 

We  also  would  like  to  say  "hello"  to 
Eder  Pinegar,  who  has  returned  from  Dur- 
ban and  will  soon  be  leaving  for  his  home. 
We  pray  that  he  may  soon  be  restored  to  his 
full  health  and  strength. 

To  Sister  May  Jennings  we  say: — "Tot 
siens,  and  a  happy  holiday  in  the  Old  Trans- 
vaal." 


IN   MEMORIAM. 

Brother  John  Moore  passed  away  on 
Sunday  night,  July  24th,  after  a  prolonged 
illness.  Brother  Moore  was  with  the  mem- 
bers of  Durban  for  many  years  and  was  well 
known  and  loved  by  all.  We  have  con- 
tinually remembered  him  in  our  prayers  dur- 
ing his  illness  and  we  know  that  our  prayers 
have  been  answered  and  that  Brother  John 
has  returned  to  his  Heavenly  Father. 

We  regret  to  announce  that  Sister  Rebecca 
Iris  Mulder  passed  away,  on  the  6th  of  July, 
at  the  age  of  34. 

We  express  our  sympathies  to  all  those 
who  mourn  the  passing  of  these  loved  ones. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    LANDMARKS 

(Continued  from  page   119) 
may   be   mentioned    "Tuppy"    Owen-Smith, 
vvho   gained    a    double-blue    for   prowess   in 
sports   when    he   later   attended    an    English 
University. 

As  is  only  fitting,  the  spirit  of  Cecil  Rhodes 
seems  to  be  everywhere  present  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cape  Town,  and  his  memory  is 
perpetuated  in  the  statue  which  holds  the 
place  of  honour  on  the  entrance-steps. 
Mr.  Rhodes  appears  to  be  gazing  over  the 
beautiful  rose-garden  and  summer-house 
which  were  his  pride  to  the  distant  north 
where  he  said  that  the  future  of  South  Africa 
lay. 

The  present  chancellor  of  the  U.C.T.  is  the 
Right  Honourable  Jan  Christian  Smuts — 
the  "Oubaas"  of  South  African  politics.  One 
of  the  previous  Chancellors  was  the  Duke 
of  Windsor — at  that  time,  Prince  of  Wales. 

Here,  away  from  the  rush  and  hubbub 
of  the  town,  the  students  should  indeed  find 
inspiration  to  achieve  great  things  in  the 
fields  of  knowledge  and  wisdom. 

B.   E.    SMITH. 
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the  air  I  the  Lord  have  ordained  for  the 
use  of  man  with  thanksgiving.  Neverthe- 
less they  are  to  be  used  sparingly ;  and  it 
is  pleasing  unto  me  that  they  should  not  be 
used,  only  in  times  of  winter  or  of  cold  or 
of  famine." 

(Subscribers  are  invited  to  send  in  ques* 
tions,  related  to  Gospel  subjects,  to  the 
CSM  staff.) 


•   Wedding  Bells 

A  formal  invitation  was  received,  by 
the  CSM  staff,  from  Elder  Roy  R.  Stevens, 
former  South  African  missionary,  to  his 
wedding  reception.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  the  former  Miss  Elaine  Egan 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  in  a  ceremony  held  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  on  the  13th  of  June. 
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